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Click here for our visit with new Hill 'n' Dale sire Arabian Knight 

Sara Gordon

IN TDN EUROPE TODAY
VALUE SIRES PART III: €10,000 TO €19,999
For the third part in our series on value sires in Europe, Emma

Berry looks at stallions in the €10,000 to €19,999 fee bracket,

including newcomers such as Vandeek (GB) and Bradsell (GB).

SIKURA SAYS ARABIAN
KNIGHT THE MOST

POPULAR NEW SIRE IN 
HILL 'N' DALE HISTORY

by Katie Petrunyak 

  Three years ago, John Sikura was blown away by how breeders

responded to Hill 'n' Dale's new sire Charlatan, a multiple Grade

I-winning son of Speightstown who bred 222 mares in his debut

season. Sikura didn't expected to see demand quite like that

again anytime soon, but he admits that he has been proven

wrong since another Grade I-winning 'TDN Rising Star' recently

arrived at Hill 'n' Dale. Arabian Knight (Uncle Mo--Borealis

Night, by Astrology), winner of the 2023 GI Pacific Classic Stakes,

will stand for $30,000 in his debut season and according to

Sikura, has been swamped with requests since the day he

arrived. 

   AI thought Charlatan would set the standard for Hill 'n' Dale as

far as initial popularity, an extremely popular horse, but the

interest in Arabian Knight has even exceeded that in his first

year, which I didn't foresee coming,@ Sikura admitted. AHe's

been sold out well before the breeding season starts and we'll

try to hand select maybe a few more mares that we'll have to

have, but he's probably the most popular horse that we've ever

had come to stud.@ Cont. p3

TDN DERBY TOP 12: OFF AND RUNNING,

WITH INTO MISCHIEF (4), UNCLE MO (2)

COLTS LEADING SEASON'S FIRST RANKINGS  

by T.D. Thornton

   We're inside the 16-week mark for the May 3 GI Kentucky

Derby. That's roughly 168,000 minutes until post time, but

who's counting? The initial Top 12 rankings are largely based on

2-year-old form, but a speculative element is baked into the

equation with an eye toward projecting how these

still-developing contenders will blossom over the winter and

early spring. 

1) FIRST RESORT (c, Uncle Mo--Fair Maiden, by Street Boss)

O/B-Godolphin (KY); T-Eoin G. Harty. Lifetime Record GSW,

4-2-1-0, $338,671. Last start: WON Nov. 30 GII Kentucky Jockey

Club S.

   This Godolphin homebred by Uncle Mo showcased his big,

bounding stride when running away with the 1 1/16-miles 

GII Kentucky Jockey Club S. at Churchill Downs Nov. 30, an effort

that rates higher on the "how he did it" scale than the winning

margin (2 1/4 lengths) and Beyer Speed Figure (88) might

suggest.

   This Eoin Harty trainee broke his maiden sprinting 5 1/2

furlongs in the Ellis Park mud July 5, then won an internal pace

battle before getting collared in the late stages of the 

6 1/2-furlong GII Saratoga Special S. Aug. 10. 

   Forced to rate after being bumped at the break of the

ultra-competitive GI Summer S. over a mile on the Woodbine

grass Sept. 14, First Resort still managed fourth behind a tightly

bunched first three after advancing between runners in upper

stretch.

Cont. p5
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11 | JEFF RUBY STEAKS TO OFFER RECORD PURSE MONEY

The purse for the 2025 running of the GIII Jeff Ruby Steaks at Turfway Park will be

$770,000, making it the richest race ever run in the history of the Florence oval.

12 | PAUL OREFFICE, BUSINESSMAN, HORSE OWNER, PASSES

Paul Oreffice, who partnered with Dogwood Stable on Classic winners Summer

Squall and Palace Malice and had a successful career in the world of business, died

Dec. 26 at his home in Paradise Valley, Arizona. He was 97 years old.
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Arabian Knight will stand for $30,000 in his debut season 

Sara Gordon

Arabian Knight cont. from p1

   What has sent breeders running to see this Hill 'n' Dale

newcomer? Sikura said that Arabian Knight has always had the

right look, dating back to when he sold for $2.3-million as a 2-

year-old to Zedan Racing. The

following year, after the colt

had put in a dazzling 7 1/4-

length debut win at Keeneland

and another victory in the GIII

Southwest Stakes, Sikura

dropped in to Bob Baffert's barn

to get a good look at the

promising son of Uncle Mo. 

   ABob said, 'I'm going to show

you the perfect horse,'@ Sikura

recalled. AHe pulled the horse

out and sort of went head to

toe explaining, 'Look at his

angles. Look at his shoulder.

Look at his bone. Look at his

presence.' He said, 'If you can

get a template of this horse in your mind, that's the best kind of

horse you can ever buy.'@

   After a six-month layoff and a third-place performance in the

GI Haskell Stakes, Arabian Knight earned his signature Grade I

victory at Del Mar, where he became the first 3-year-old since

Shared Belief (Candy Ride {Arg}) in 2014 to beat elders in the

Pacific Classic. 

   AWinning the Pacific Classic,

beating older horses, is a hard

thing to achieve,@ noted Sikura. AI

really think the horse probably

was not a true mile and a quarter

horse. As a miler, I think he had

the ability to beat any horse. So

to continue on and show that

bravery and repel all comers

going a mile and a quarter, I

think that was a real testament

to not only his ability, but his will

and his grit and his

determination to get to the line

first.@

   While injuries plagued his next

two starts, the brilliance Arabian

Knight showed in his three career victories along with the

opportunity to access sought-after bloodlines combines for an

appealing package for breeders. Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://gainesway.com/stallions/mckinzie/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=HPH&utm_campaign=McKinzie&utm_content=CycloneState
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Arabian Knight | Equi-Photo

Arabian Knight cont.

   Arabian Knight will begin his stud career on the heels of the

sudden and tragic loss of his sire Uncle Mo, who was already

defining himself as a sire of sires before his passing this past

December. While his son Nyquist saw his stud fee jump from

$85,000 to $175,000 in 2025 after producing four Grade I

winners last year, Caracaro had three stakes horses from his first

crop of 2-year-olds in 2024 and Yaupon and Modernist will both

have their first crops enter the starting gate this year. Along with

Arabian Knight, young sires Golden Pal, Mo Donegal and

Kingsbarns round out the latest sons of Uncle Mo to begin their

stud careers in Kentucky.

    ATragically, we lost [Uncle Mo] too soon, but I believe his

influence will be perpetuated through his sons,@ said Sikura. AHe

was such a great breed-shaping stallion both in the sales ring

and on the racetrack. It's an honor to stand a Grade I-winning

son of Uncle Mo with all the attributes he has here. We hope

Arabian Knight is one of the chosen few to carry on this great

legacy of Uncle Mo.@  

   AWe're supporting the horse and our loyal shareholders that

have been with us and other stallions are in as well,@ he

continued. AStonestreet is participating, which is a great thing.

To see so many breeders say, 'Wow, I just need to breed that

horse,' that was a great source of reassurance because while

you always have hope and expectation that your horse will be

popular, there's always a reason someone can critique your

horse. But in his case, it's been really overwhelming, almost

unanimous support for him, which is great for the horse and

great for the farm.@ 

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/echo-town
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/sikura-says-arabian-knight-the-most-popular-new-sire-in-hill-n-dale-history/
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/golden-pal
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/modernist/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist
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First Resort tops this week's Derby Top 12 | Coady Media

TDN Derby Top 12 cont. from p1

   Bettors let First Resort drift to 6-1 in the Kentucky Jockey Club

S., and he broke fluidly to press a 21-1 speedster (a next-out Fair

Grounds allowance winner at 1-5 odds) through moderate

opening quarter-mile splits of :24.56 and :24.74 before

assuming command in hand three-eighths out. 

   Taking the better part of the next sixteenth to gradually uncoil,

this colt repulsed two mild challengers off the far turn, then

opened up late to swat back a more serious bid from the

onrushing, odds-on favorite.

   After that slow early going, First Resort hit his best stride

through a fourth-quarter split clocked in :23.28 and a final

sixteenth in :6.10. Those are the fastest such finishing fractions

out of eight Derby qualifying stakes at 1 1/16 miles so far in

2024-25. Since the 2022-23 campaign, only two other Derby

qualifying stakes at 1 1/16 miles have yielded final sixteenths of

:6.10 or faster.

2) SANDMAN (c, Tapit--Distorted Music, by Distorted Humor)

O-D. J. Stable LLC, St. Elias Stable, West Point Thoroughbreds

and CJ Stables; B-Lothenbach Stables Inc (KY); T-Mark E. Casse.

Sales history: $1,200,000 2yo '24 OBSMAR. Lifetime Record:

GSP, 5-2-0-1, $164,595. Last start: WON Dec. 13 Oaklawn AOC.

   This $1.2 million OBSMAR colt by Tapit is the only Derby Top

12 aspirant to have started five times, and his only defeats have

come in two stakes and in a beaten-fave sprint debut, when he

lost to an eventual stakes winner. His three most recent races

were at a mile or longer, and after scoring smartly in an

Oaklawn allowance going a mile Dec. 13, trainer Mark Casse said

Sandman will next target the GIII Southwest S. Jan. 25.

   In his previous start, the GIII Street Sense S. at Churchill 

Oct. 27,  this athletic gray absorbed a bump at the break and

was late to change leads before accelerating to just miss second

behind the No. 5-ranked Sovereignty (Into Mischief).

   Six weeks later in Hot Springs, Sandman broke well from the

rail and carved out a ground-saving go while mid-pack and

covered up for most of his backstretch run. He was then tasked

with a positioning dilemma on the far turn when jockey

Christian Torres edged him toward the outside, then decided to

slice back to the rail to a shoot a narrow gap that easily could

have closed and left them blocked.

   Sandman not only got through, but nimbly torqued out to the

three path for clear running room off the bend, willingly inhaling

the leader while opening up through a short-stretch

configuration over which Oaklawn's one-mile races end at the

sixteenth pole. 

   "I thought he took to the two turns," Casse said after the

89-Beyer win. "It was more about him being able to run into the

bit a little bit and to take hold of him. Obviously, early on, those

shorter races, you're always kind of hustling and I don't think he

likes that. Even when we did run him the two turns, in the Street

Sense, I felt like that he still was always trying to play catch-up

and never really got into a nice rhythm." Cont. p6

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://fasigtipton.com/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-sense
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-sense
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https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapit/
https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapit/
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Sandman | Sarah Andrew

3) BARNES (c, Into Mischief--All American Dream, by

American Pharoah) O-Zedan Racing Stables, Inc.; B-Jeff

Drown and Don Rachel, LLC (KY); T-Bob Baffert. Sales

history: $3,200,000 Ylg '23 FTSAUG). Lifetime Record: GSW,

2-2-0-0, $189,000. Last start: WON Jan. 4 GII San Vicente S.

   After watching this $3.2 million FTSAUG colt pulverize four

rivals in Saturday's GII San Vicente S., the big question for Derby

prognosticators as we await word about where Barnes will next

start is whether or not this Bob Baffert trainee's substantial

potential will exceed his enormous hype.  

   If it ends up being the other way around, with performance

eclipsing exuberance, the sport will be in for a wild ride over the

course of this spring's Triple Crown season.

   Barnes, hand-picked to be Baffert's first starter at Churchill

Downs after the Hall-of-Fame conditioner's three-year corporate

banishment from that track was lifted last year, scored a head

victory sprinting 5 1/2 furlongs in Louisville on Thanksgiving Eve

(87 Beyer).

   Even though Barnes had only scored a narrow victory in a

short sprint, his price plummeted in that weekend's Derby

Future Wager, closing at 13-1 odds, the lowest mutuel on any of

the 38 individual horses offered in the pool.

   In the San Vicente over seven furlongs, this son of Into

Mischief broke running and forced lively opening quarter-mile

splits (:22.65 and :22.45) before cracking the rail-running

pacemaker. 

   Cornering three wide on the turn, Barnes briefly came off the

bridle and was "kind of looking around" at the quarter pole

according to jockey Juan Hernandez, who quickly got his colt

refocused, bounding home solo through the stretch in a :12.55

final furlong (:35.50 for the final three-eighths) for a

seven-furlong time of 1:22.15 (94 Beyer). Cont. p7

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.fasigtipton.com/docs/2025/K25AContract.pdf?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=FTKFEB&utm_content=Closing
http://www.fasigtipton.com
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http://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/american-pharoah
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Derby Top 12 cont.

   Baffert, who generally does not publicly commit to Derby

preps weeks or months in advance, usually opts for stakes at

Santa Anita and Oaklawn for his A-list sophomores. A 

1 1/16-mile race would be the next logical step for Barnes,

which means the GII Rebel S. Feb 22 and the Mar. 1 GII San

Felipe S. could both be in play. 

4) CITIZEN BULL (c, Into Mischief--No Joke, by Distorted

Humor) O-SF Racing LLC, Starlight Racing, Madaket Stables LLC,

Stonestreet Stables LLC, Dianne Bashor, Determined Stables,

Robert E. Masterson, Tom J. Ryan, Waves Edge Capital LLC and

Catherine Donovan; B-Robert Low & Lawana Low (KY); T-Bob

Baffert. Sales history: $675,000 Ylg '23 KEESEP. Lifetime Record:

MGISW, 4-3-0-1, $1,301,000. Last start: WON Nov. 1 GI

Breeders' Cup Juvenile.

   Citizen Bull's 15-1 score in the GI Breeders' Cup Juvenile

capped a 3-for-4 season in which this $675,000 KEESEP son of

Into Mischief twice wired two-turn Grade I stakes under

non-favored circumstances. His overall body of work (rounded

out by an on-the-pace debut win sprinting 5 1/2 furlongs and a

third-place try over seven-eighths in the GI Del Mar Futurity)

makes him the deserving choice for Eclipse Award honors.

   But 2-year-olds who shine at 1 1/16 miles on the first weekend

of November rarely get draped in a blanket of roses after

triumphing over 10 furlongs on the first Saturday in May. Since

the advent of the Breeders' Cup in 1984, Juvenile winners have

accounted for only two Kentucky Derby wins from 40 runnings

(Street Sense in 2007 and Nyquist in 2016). 

   Citizen Bull established a speed-in-hand lead in the Juvenile,

coasting to the front after 'TDN Rising Star' East Avenue

(Medaglia d'Oro)--the 9-5 favorite and an expected pace threat--

stumbled out of stall one and was relegated to the back. 

   This Bob Baffert trainee maintained a measured cadence and

hit another gear in the stretch when confronted by two

stablemates, and he was by no means sapped crossing the wire

1 1/2 lengths in front.

   To date, only three rivals who finished behind Citizen Bull have

run back out of that 10-horse Juvenile. Gaming (Game Winner)

and Getaway Car (Curlin), second and fourth in the Juvenile, ran

third and second, respectively, in the Dec. 14 GII Los Alamitos

Futurity Dec. 14. 'TDN Rising Star' Jonathan's Way, seventh in

the Juvenile, was second in the Nov. 30 GII Kentucky Jockey Club

S. Cont. p8

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://lanesend.com/honorap
https://www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews
https://taylormadefarm.com/?utm_source=TDN&utm_medium=BulletAd&utm_campaign=Generic
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Sovereignty | Sarah Andrew

Derby Top 12 cont.

   Although they all hit the board, each of their Beyers declined

in those next-out starts (Gaming from 95 to 77, Getaway Car 89

to 82, Jonathan's Way 86 to 85). This begs the question of

whether Citizen Bull will be able to build upon his 96 winning

Beyer when he debuts at age three, likely in the GIII Robert B.

Lewis S. Feb. 1 at Santa Anita.

5) SOVEREIGNTY (c, 2, Into Mischief--Crowned, by Bernardini)

O/B-Godolphin (KY); T-William I. Mott; Lifetime Record: GSW,

3-1-1-0, $143,280. Last start: WON Oct. 27 GIII Street Sense S. 

   Sovereignty (Into Mischief) broke his maiden in both a stakes

race and his first two-turn attempt. But he had already signaled

his prowess with two sustained runs in New York maiden races,

so when trainer Bill Mott sent him to Churchill for the Street

Sense S., the betting public backed him zealously to 7-5

favoritism in a nine-horse field.

   This Godolphin homebred broke a step slow from the

outermost post, and remained patiently ridden in last until the

quarter pole. Jockey Junior Alvarado then looped the entire

group, tipping seven wide for the drive, and after Sovereignty

brushed aside a tiring rival before the three-sixteenths marker, a

hustling hand ride resulted in him coming over the top at the

eighth pole and extending fluidly while wrapped up under the

wire, five lengths clear (87 Beyer).

   Sovereignty was sent to Mott's Payson Park stable in

November, but he's only posted one workout there so far this

winter, a three-eighths breeze back on Dec. 24.

6) RODRIGUEZ (c, Authentic--Cayala, by Cherokee Run) 'TDN

Rising Star' O-SF Racing LLC, Starlight Racing, Madaket Stables

LLC, Stonestreet Stables LLC, Dianne Bashor, Determined

Stables, Robert E. Masterson, Tom J. Ryan, Waves Edge Capital

LLC and Catherine Donovan; B-Kingswood Farm & David Egan

(KY); T-Bob Baffert. Sales history: $485,000 Ylg '23 KEESEP.

Lifetime Record: 2-1-1-0, $46,800. Last start: WON Jan. 4 Santa

Anita MSW.

   Off at 1-2 odds in his second lifetime start for trainer Bob

Baffert, Rodriguez (Authentic) earned 'TDN Rising Star' status

with a seven-length blowout in a two-turn maiden race at Santa

Anita. Among the rivals he beat Jan. 4 were the runner-up,

Baeza, who is a half-brother to '23 Derby winner Mage and '24

GI Belmont S. victor Dornoch.  

   The win looked polished and professional, especially

considering Rodriguez got a relatively late start as a May 20 foal.

   His 1:35.91 final time for the mile (93 Beyer) was 0.24 seconds

faster than a seasoned group of older allowance/optional

claiming males covered the same distance five races later. 

Cont. p9

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
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Derby Top 12 cont.

   For perspective, the winner of that race, a Rodriguez

stablemate named Mirahmadi (Into Mischief), is a 4-year-old

being pointed for the GI Santa Anita H.

   This $485,000 KEESEP colt is a half-brother to One Liner, who

in 2016-17 started his career 3-for-3 for trainer Todd Pletcher

(including a 103-Beyer win in the Southwest S.) before being

sidelined off the Derby trail. 

7) AVIATOR GUI (c, Uncle Mo--Paulistinha, by Tapit) O/B-Three

Chimneys Farm, LLC; T-Chad Brown. Lifetime Record: GSP,

4-1-1-1, $120,500. Last start: 2nd Dec. 7 GII Remsen S.

   This Uncle Mo-sired homebred for Three Chimneys Farm was

third behind the No. 2-ranked Sandman in his Aug. 10 debut

over seven furlongs at Saratoga, then broke his maiden in a

one-turn-mile off-the-turfer at Aqueduct Sept. 28, out of which

the second- third- and fourth-place horses all came back to win

their next starts. 

   Aviator Gui got bumped at the break and was fanned wide

when fourth in the Awad S. over 1 1/16 miles on the turf 

Oct. 29. He rebounded with an adversity-overcoming second

when stretched out to nine furlongs and transitioned back to

dirt in the Dec. 7 GII Remsen S.

   This Chad Brown trainee's 9-1 loss by a nose in the Remsen

resonates as one of those races in which the runner-up

impressed more than the winner.

   Aviator Gui stalked inside, was locked and blocked when full of

run at the quarter pole, then, after brushing aside a rival at the

lead of the lane and subsequently getting his momentum stalled

a second time when lugging in atop the heels of 'TDN Rising

Star' Poster (Munnings), this gray finished with authority to

almost nail that rival, ending up second by a head-bob before

galloping out past the winner.

   The co-Beyers of 83 for Poster and Aviator Gui represent

nine-furlong figures that clocked 0.53 seconds slower than the

time for the winning 2-year-old filly in the GII Demoiselle S. a

half-hour later. But the Remsen top two both finished with vigor

through a respectable final furlong in :12.60 while three lengths

clear of the third-place horse.  

8) EAST AVENUE (c, Medaglia d'Oro--Dance Music, by

Ghostzapper) 'TDN Rising Star' O/B-Godolphin (KY); T-Brendan

P. Walsh. Lifetime Record: 3-2-0-0, $410,645. Last start: 9th

Nov. 1 GI Breeders' Cup Juvenile.

   'TDN Rising Star' East Avenue (Medaglia d'Oro) went off

favored at 9-5 in the Breeders' Cup Juvenile based on winning

his first two starts by a combined 13 1/4 lengths. But he

stumbled leaving post one and was relegated to the rear of the

field for most of his 1 1/16-mile journey, during which he never

settled and never fired, finishing an uninspiring ninth.

   This Brendan Walsh trainee is one of three Godolphin

homebreds to crack TDN's initial Derby Top 12 rankings of the

season.

   East Avenue blew away an Aug. 24 Ellis Park maiden sprint

field by eight lengths, earning an 86 Beyer in a debut out of

which only one of the nine horses he beat came back to win

next time out. 

    His second start was an emphatic 5 1/4-length wiring of the GI

Breeders' Futurity over the short-stretch 1 1/16-miles

configuration at Keeneland. East Avenue was never headed (95

Beyer), but it's worth noting that the first two days of that

Keeneland meet were tilted in favor of front-end speed, with 13

dirt races yielding seven wire-to-wire winners and three others

who dueled with or raced just behind the early leaders.

   East Avenue had his first published workout since the

Breeders' Cup Jan. 3 at Fair Grounds, and is being pointed for

the GII Risen Star S. there Feb. 15.

   "Our goal is to get him [to the Risen Star] in great shape and

leave some room for improvement," Walsh said. "He's naturally

fast, but he's also a very cool horse with a great mind."

9) JONATHAN'S WAY (c, Vekoma--Female Drama, by Indian

Charlie) 'TDN Rising Star' O-Rigney Racing, LLC; B-Susan L.

Anderson Racing LLC (OH); T-Philip A. Bauer. Sales history:

$290,000 Wlg '22 KEENOV). Lifetime Record: GSW, 4-2-1-0,

$268,530. Last start: 2nd Nov. 30 GII Kentucky Jockey Club S.

   'TDN Rising Star' Jonathan's Way (Vekoma) might square off

against East Avenue in the Risen Star S. at Fair Grounds.

   This $290,000 KEENOV weanling won each of his first two

races (from off the pace in a Saratoga maiden sprint and all the

way on the lead in the one-turn-mile GIII Iroquois S.). But he was

never in it to win it with no obvious excuse when seventh in the

Breeders' Cup Juvenile.

Cont. p10
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Jonathan's Way | Sarah Andrew

Patch Adams | Coady Media

Derby Top 12 cont.

   This Ohio-bred from Philip Bauer's barn then rebounded with a

hard-trying second despite being the beaten .87-1 favorite in the

Kentucky Jockey Club S.  

   In that Nov. 30 stakes, Jonathan's Way got bumped at the

break, was a touch keen while trying to be rated by jockey Joel

Rosario, then settled into fifth while covered up in mid-pack

traffic. Briefly boxed while awaiting room, he spun five wide off

the turn and had to twice shift outward from a tiring rival in

upper stretch before popping off with a determined late run

behind No. 1-ranked First Resort. 

   Jonathan's Way's first two starts mirrored those of his sire.

Both won six-furlong maiden sprints in New York, then scored as

favorites in one-turn-mile stakes. At age three, Vekoma ran third

in the GII Fountain of Youth S., won the then-GII Blue Grass S.,

and finished 12th in the '19 Kentucky Derby. At age four he

targeted one-turn stakes and was a Grade I winner over seven

and eight furlongs.

   Through four races, it's still a work in progress as to what the

most effective running style might be for Jonathan's Way.

10) KEEP IT EASY (c, Hard Spun--Boxwood, by English Channel)

O-St. Elias Stable, West Point Thoroughbreds, CJ Thoroughbreds.

B-Mr. & Mrs. William L. Pape. T-Dale L. Romans. Sales history:

$435,000 Ylg '23 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: 4-2-0-0, $207,671.

Last start: WON Nov. 30 Ed Brown S. 

   Even though Keep It Easy ($435,000 KEESEP) has not started

beyond 6 1/2 furlongs in four lifetime races, trainer Dale

Romans is likely to give him a shot at two turns sometime in the

near future.

   This Hard Spun colt's victory in the Nov. 30 Ed Brown S. at

Churchill caught the eye for his getting bumped at the break,

stalking in the four path, then kicking away under mild urging to

finish 5 1/4 lengths ahead of a favored runner-up (who won the

Sugar Bowl S. at Fair Grounds as the 2-5 favorite in his next

start).

   That 1:15.42 final time for Keep It Easy (87 Beyer) represents

the fastest Churchill clocking at 6 1/2 furlongs for any 2-year-old

over a 377-race span that dates to 1992.

   Keep It Easy's previous stakes try, in which he was clobbered

by 23 1/2 lengths when eighth and last in the Saratoga Special

S.,  is an absolute tossout because of how badly he stumbled

leaving the gate.

   With a half-mile breeze Jan. 4, this colt is one workout into his

winter training at Gulfstream Park after a brief break.

11) PATCH ADAMS (c, Into Mischief--Well Humored, by

Distorted Humor) 'TDN Rising Star' O-CHC Inc., Siena Farm LLC,

WinStar Farm LLC; B-WinStar Farm LLC (KY); T-Brad H. Cox.

Lifetime Record: 2-1-0-1, $78,125. Last start: WON Nov. 30

Churchill MSW.

   After dueling and yielding grudgingly to finish a close-up third

as the odds-on favorite in his Keeneland debut, 'TDN Rising Star'

Patch Adams (Into Mischief) delivered a blistering seven-eighths

victory at 58 cents on the dollar in start number two in a

Churchill maiden race Nov. 30, making him the third winner

from that "Stars of Tomorrow" card for juveniles to be ranked

on  TDN's first Top 12 list of the season.
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2024 winner Endlessly's blanket | Coady

Derby Top 12 cont.

   This homebred for co-owner WinStar Farm tracked the early

action from third, cruised up to challenge for the lead while in

hand five-sixteenths out, then rocketed away through a final

furlong in :12.17  before being geared down late in a 

10 1/2-length smash-and-grab score that equated to a

resounding 98 Beyer.

   Patch Adams's final time of 1:20.77 was just 0.33 off the

12-year-old track record held by the champion female sprinter

Groupie Doll. 

   This colt is currently three workouts into winter training at

Payson Park. On Monday he progressed from four to five

furlongs with a bullet breeze.

12) BULLARD (c, Gun Runner--Reve d'Amour, by Warrior's

Reward) 'TDN Rising Star' O-St. Elias Stable, Talla Racing LLC,

Three Chimneys Farm and West Point Thoroughbreds; B-Three

Chimneys Farm, LLC (KY); T-Michael McCarthy. Sales history:

$675,000 Ylg '23 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: GSW, 3-2-0-1,

$129,000. Last start: 3rd Jan. 4 GII San Vicente S.

   Although Bullard was being driven hard and could not keep up

when third behind the sensational Barnes in the San Vicente S.,

it's too early in the campaign to vote him off the Top 12 island

based on a single subpar sprint performance. Like the two

horses ranked directly above him on this list, two turns could

end up bringing out his best.

   This 'TDN Rising Star' by Gun Runner was previously 2-for-2 in

sprints in which his decisive closing kicks were accentuated by

swift opening splits.

   In the seven-furlong GIII Bob Hope S., this $675,000 KEESEP

colt out of Michael McCarthy's barn set up shop at the back of

the pack and was ridden along in spots while briefly on hold

behind horses before tipping out five-sixteenths from home.

   He responded to being roused for run four wide off the turn,

ran in close to the veering-out leader in deep stretch, then

charged by tiring foes top open up by 4 3/4 lengths in a manner

that suggests longer distances are within the scope of his ability.

   Bullard is a half-brother to two siblings who each once hit

triple digits on the Beyer scale, one in a one-turn-mile allowance

and another over seven furlongs in a listed stakes.

JEFF RUBY STEAKS PURSE INCREASED TO

RECORD HIGH FOR TURFWAY PARK

   The GIII Jeff Ruby Steaks purse has been raised to a record

high $777,000, making it the richest race in the history of

Turfway Park, Churchill Downs Incorporated announced

Monday.

   Set to run Saturday, Mar. 22, the marquee day of the Turfway

season will feature a 12:45 p.m. ET first post and tickets have

now been released for sale. As part of the Road to the Kentucky

Derby, the contest awards qualifying points to the top five

finishers on a 100-50-25-15-10 scale, which makes it a vital path

to a spot in the starting gate on the first Saturday in May for

many runners on the outside looking in. 

   Since 1980, 77 Kentucky Derby starters, and three winners,

have taken the Jeff Ruby route, including most recently GISW

Rich Strike (Keen Ice), who finished third in the 2022 running

and later went on to wear the blanket of roses. 

   The 2024 edition produced eventual GI Preakness Stakes hero

MGISW Seize the Grey (Arrogate)--who also finished third--and

showcased GSW West Saratoga (Exaggerator), the runner-up

who was recently purchased privately to continue his career in

Dubai with trainer Doug Watson.

   ARaising the Jeff Ruby Steaks purse to $777,000 reflects

Turfway Park=s ongoing commitment to elevating our stakes

program and showcasing top talent on the Road to the Kentucky

Derby,@ said Matt Shehadi, general manager of Turfway Park

Racing & Gaming. AThis record-setting purse underscores the

Jeff Ruby Steaks as the centerpiece of our season, continuing its

legacy as a key test for Derby hopefuls.@
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Paul Oreffice (1927-2025)

PAUL OREFFICE, SUCCESSFUL HORSE

OWNER, BUSINESSMAN, DIES AT 97

   Paul F. Oreffice, who spoke fewer than 50 words of English

when he arrived in America in the mid-1940s and went on to

become a partner in multiple Classic-winning Thoroughbred

horses in addition to a successful career in the business world,

passed away peacefully in his sleep on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024,

at his home in Paradise Valley, Arizona. He was 97 years old.

   Born in Venice, Italy, on Nov. 29, 1927, Oreffice moved with

his family to Quito, Ecuador, and came to the U.S. in 1945,

attending Purdue University despite his very limited English-

language skills. He graduated from the Indiana school in 1949

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering,

served two years in the U.S. Army and eventually joined the

Dow Chemical Company in February 1953. After several

overseas assignments in Italy, Brazil and Spain, he landed at Dow

headquarters in Midland, Michigan, in 1970 and became the

company's CEO in 1978. He later became the Chairman of the

Board and retired in 1992. 

   Oreffice also served on the boards of CIGNA, Coca-Cola,

Morgan Stanley and Nortel Networks. He was also chairman of

The American Enterprise Institute, The National Parkinson's

Foundation and was on the visiting board of MD Anderson

Cancer Center. He was recognized with Spain's highest civilian

award and was the recipient of the top medals awarded by the

world's three premier chemical organizations.

   A Life Master in Bridge, skilled at ping-pong and a single-digit

handicap golfer before giving up that discipline for tennis,

Oreffice was also an enthusiastic sports fan, particularly of the

Miami Dolphins and his alma mater Boilermakers. 

   After riding horses as a child, Oreffice invested in horses for

the last four decades, participating in partnerships with

Dogwood Stable and Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners. 

   Among his career highlights were the GI Preakness Stakes with

Summer Squall and the GI Belmont Stakes with Palace Malice.

He had ownership interests in eight Kentucky Derby starters,

finishing second, third and fourth. He served on the board of the

New York Racing Association, was chairman of Saratoga War

Horse and maintained a home in Saratoga. 

   Oreffice is survived by his wife of 29 years, Jo Ann Pepper

Oreffice; children Laura Jennison (Jon) and Andy Oreffice

(Jamie); six grandchildren and one great-granddaughter.

   APaul Oreffice lived a wonderful and inspiring life and leaves

behind a tremendous legacy in the business world,

Thoroughbred racing, and through his family,@ said Charlotte

Weber, chair of the National Museum of Racing and Hall of

Fame. AHe was admired throughout the sport and a good friend

to the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame. He will be

greatly missed.@

   Added Hall of Fame trainer Todd Pletcher: APaul Oreffice was

the definition of gentleman, businessman, family man, husband

and friend. We will miss him greatly.@

   "Paul was as game and as enthusiastic of a horse owner as

they come,@ Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners' Aron Wellman said.

AHe adored racing horses, he enjoyed gambling on races and he

generously supported any number of industry-related charitable

causes. When he joined Eclipse as a partner in 2013 after three

decades of being synonymous with Cot Campbell's Dogwood

Stable, I had no idea how powerful and meaningful of an impact

he'd have on our stable, and more importantly, on my life. He

was a truly great, great man who was larger than life and the

sport of horse racing and everyone he meant so much to will

miss him deeply. He leaves behind an unfillable void."

   A celebration of life for Paul Oreffice will take place Friday,

Jan. 17, 2025, at 4 p.m. at Paradise Valley Country Club. A

private entombment will occur in Saratoga at a later time. In lieu

of flowers, donations may be made in Oreffice's memory to The

Purdue For Life Foundation (purdueforlife.org), the Parkinson's

Foundation (parkinson.org) or MD Anderson Cancer Center

(mdanderson.org).
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Jan Brubaker | Hodges Photography

G W's Girl became the latest stakes winner for Coolmore America's

Munnings in the Mockingbird S. | Coady Media

GOFUNDME PAGE ESTABLISHED FOR

INJURED FAIR GROUNDS PHOTOGRAPHER

   A GoFundMe campaign has been established for the Fair

Grounds' assistant track photographer Jan Brubaker after she

broke her femur in a freak accident Sunday at the New Orleans

track. The incident happened when a horse broke through the

gate and struck Brubaker prior to the fourth race.

   She is currently receiving treatment at University Medical

Center in New Orleans and had surgery Monday. At midday, the

Hodges account on X posted an update from Brubaker's

daughter, saying her mother was out of surgery and in PACU

(post-anesthesia care unit) and doing 'great' and that they were

waiting for a hospital bed in a room. 

   Brubaker has been working for the Hodges family since 2020.

Hodges Photography is the long-time licensee at the New

Orleans oval.

WINTER WEATHER KO'S TURFWAY THURSDAY
   Due to the lingering effects of a winter storm that swept

through Northern Kentucky on Sunday, Jan. 5, officials at

Turfway Park Racing & Gaming have canceled its live racing

program scheduled for this Thursday, Jan. 9. 

   A Late Pick 5 carryover in the amount of $180,036 will now

shift to Friday's nine-race slate with first post scheduled for 5:55

p.m. ET.

   Track officials indicated that they would monitor the weather

forecast through the coming week and that they would provide

appropriate updates regarding potential changes to the Friday

program as necessary.

   For additional information, visit turfway.com.

FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 5, 2025

ACTIVE NORTH AMERICAN-BASED STALLIONS

Sire (Sire=s Sire) #SWs #GSW

Bolt d'Oro (Medaglia d'Oro) 14 6

(Look Forward--Fasig-Tipton Santa Ynez S.-L)

Bucchero (Kantharos) 7 1

(Global Steve--Parx Future Stars S.)

STANDING AT IRONHORSE STALLIONS $ CLICK FOR MORE $

VISIT BUCCHEROSTALLION.COM

Gun Runner (Candy Ride {Arg}) 36 25

(Guns Loaded--Mucho Macho Man S.-L)

Honor A. P. (Honor Code) 2 ---

(Hollywood Beauty--Parx Future Stars Filly Division S.)

STANDING AT LANE=S END $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE  

NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL CHRIS KNEHR

Into Mischief (Harlan's Holiday) 168 80

(Barnes--San Vicente S.-GII;

Nelson Avenue--Blitzen S.)

Maclean's Music (Distorted Humor) 39 8

(Coming in Hot--Turfway Prevue S.)

McKinzie (Street Sense) 3 2

(Cyclone State--Jerome S.)

Medaglia d'Oro (El Prado {Ire}) 156 79

(Nitrogen--Ginger Brew S.-L)

Munnings (Speightstown) 83 30

(G W's Girl--Mockingbird S.)

STANDING AT ASHFORD STUD $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE

NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL CHARLIE O=CONNOR
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New SWs For Sires cont.

Practical Joke (Into Mischief) 28 15*

(Richi {Chi}--Las Flores S.-GIII)

STANDING AT ASHFORD STUD $ CLICK HERE FOR MORE

NOMINATE A MARE $ EMAIL CHARLIE O=CONNOR

Vekoma (Candy Ride {Arg}) 6 1

(Five G--Fasig-Tipton Cash Run S.)

*Richi was the champion 2-year-old filly and a dual Group 1

winner in Chile in 2023.

Italics indicate new activity, statistics include Northern

Hemisphere results only. Want to promote your stallion? Email

suefinley@thoroughbreddailynews.com.

NOTE: After a review by the American Graded Stakes

Committee, neither the Pago Hop Stakes nor the Woodchopper

Stakes will have their Listed status reinstated. Run Dec. 28 over

the Fair Grounds main track and conducted as non-Listed Black

Type (NLBT) races after being taken off the grass, GSW Lagynos

(Kantharos)--winner of the Woodchopper--and Wild Bout Hilary

(Midnight Lute)--winner of the Pago Hop--will be credited with a

NLBT victory with the second and third-place runners in both

respective races being credited with NLBT placings.  

2025 GEORGE WOOLF NOMINEES RELEASED,

WINNER ANNOUNCED IN FEBRUARY
   Five names have been released as the nominations for the

76th George Woolf Memorial Jockey Award with a winner to be

named in February, Santa Anita Park announced via press

release.

   Kendrick Carmouche, James Graham, Brian Hernandez Jr.,

Juan Hernandez, and Alfredo Juarez comprise a group which will

be voted on by their peers nationwide. Named for a man who

was not only one of the greatest 'big-money' riders of his era

but also revered by his peers as a fierce competitor and

consummate professional, the Woolf Award honors riders

whose career and personal character earned esteem not just for

the individual but the sport as well. It may only be won once.

   The 2024 recipient was Junior Alvarado and the 2025 winner

will become the 76th jockey dating back to Gordon Glisson in

1950 to earn the honor.
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AWARD-WINNING DOCUSERIES 'FREE REIN'

RETURNS FOR SECOND SEASON
   'Free Rein,' the award-winning docuseries produced by

Woodbine Entertainment that brings viewers into the races and

behind the scenes to follow leading jockeys and trainers on their

quests to capture Canada=s most prestigious racing titles, will

return for a second season on Jan. 10.

   ACreating high-quality and accessible content about horse

racing, like 'Free Rein', is crucial to the growth of the sport,@ said

Woodbine-based trainer Santino Di Paola. AI=d love to see more

young people interested in racing, and this is the way to connect

with them.@

   Among the storylines during the second season are the rise of

jockey Pietro Moran as he follows in the footsteps of his father--

a former rider--Ryan and Kelsey Munger's relocation from South

Africa to Greater Toronto and a behind-the-scenes look at King's

Plate Day.

   AThe passion and grit required to find success in horse racing

makes for so many compelling stories,@ shared 'Free Rein'

producer Alanna Nolan. AOur team is so proud to share these

stories with both our new and well-acquainted audiences.@ 

   The fourth episode of Free Rein=s first season, 'The World-Class

Women of Woodbine', was recognized with a 2024 Hashtag

Sports Award. The episode, featuring world-leading female

jockey Emma-Jayne Wilson, focuses on the strong presence of

women and the unique way that men and women compete

alongside one another in horse racing. Other award-finalists

included the LPGA, Fox Sports, PUMA, Clemson Athletics and

The Players= Tribune.

   Following the release of the first episode of season two, new

episodes will follow every three weeks. 'Free Rein' can be

streamed free of charge on Woodbine's new YouTube page

dedicated to storytelling that brings fans closer to the action.

Subscribe to the page by clicking here.

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/foaling-news/
https://biedermanrealestate.com/
https://www.instagram.com/thoroughbred_daily_news/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/award-winning-docuseries-free-rein-returns-for-second-season/
https://youtu.be/mCDRucHSpao
https://youtu.be/mCDRucHSpao
https://www.youtube.com/@WoodbineEntertainmentCA


For All TDN Sire ListsBincluding Individual Crop-year Reports--visit www.thetdn.com/sire-list/ 

2025 Cumulative Leading Third-Crop Sires by GSH   

Standing NA   -   Worldwide Earnings - NH Foals 

Rank Stallion BTW BTH GSW GSH G1SW G1SH Starters   Wnrs Highest Earner   Earnings

1 Omaha Beach 12 28 3 10 2 7 169    79 $693,812 $10,266,206

(2016) by War Front FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Spendthrift Farm/Fee: 35,000 Caitlinhergrtness

2 Audible 5 15 2 7 -- 2 167    92 $1,044,710 $8,634,437

(2015) by Into Mischief FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: WinStar Farm/Fee: 10,000 My Mane Squeeze

3 Vino Rosso 5 19 -- 6 -- 4 217    105 $467,260 $8,294,778

(2015) by Curlin FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Spendthrift Farm/Fee: 12,500 The Wine Steward

4 Mitole 8 16 2 4 -- 1 197    117 $508,911 $9,386,486

(2015) by Eskendereya FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Spendthrift Farm/Fee: 10,000 V V's Dream

5 Maximus Mischief 10 20 1 3 1 1 171    94 $667,400 $8,397,428

(2016) by Into Mischief FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Spendthrift Farm/Fee: 20,000 Raging Torrent

6 Enticed 3 5 1 3 -- -- 108    57 $303,795 $4,511,072

(2015) by Medaglia d'Oro  FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stnds: Mountain Springs Farm PA/Fee: Private Shimmering Allure

7 Flameaway 8 14 1 2 -- -- 142    77 $383,848 $5,661,953

(2015) by Scat Daddy FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Darby Dan Farm/Fee: 15,000 Bear River

8 Demarchelier (GB) 1 5 1 2 -- -- 64    40 $147,386 $2,368,238

(2016) by Dubawi (Ire) FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Claiborne Farm/Fee: 5,000 Double Your Money

9 Catholic Boy 2 10 -- 1 -- -- 116    53 $166,615 $3,191,253

(2015) by More Than Ready FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Harris Farms CA/Fee: 6,000 Barbratina

10 Copper Bullet 2 4 -- 1 -- -- 38    22 $520,500 $1,908,836

(2015) by More Than Ready FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stnds: Marjorie Farms TX/Fee: 4,000 Copper Tax

11 Divisidero 2 4 -- 1 -- -- 26    11 $462,059 $1,655,982

(2012) by Kitten's Joy FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Airdrie Stud/Fee: 5,000 Vote No

12 Leofric 2 5 -- -- -- -- 55    20 $289,240 $1,596,960

(2013) by Candy Ride (Arg) FYR: 2021/Crops: 3/Stands: Darby Dan Farm/Fee: 5,000 Roanan Goddess

http://www.thetdn.com/SIRE-LIST
http://WWW.THETDN.COM/SIRE-LIST
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/demarchelier-gb/
https://lanesend.com/candyride
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/medaglia-doro
http://www.airdriestud.com/horse/divisidero/
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/warfront/
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/flameaway/
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/audible-42268.html
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/leofric/
http://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/


IN THE UAE:

Sir Harmony, g, 3, Speightster--Woodland Harmony, by

   Forestry. Jebel Ali, 1-6, Maiden, 1200m, 1:12.30. B-Kim &

   Rodney Nardelli (KY). *$4,000 RNA Ylg '22 KEENOV; $18,000

   Ylg '23 OBSJAN; $23,000 Ylg '23 OBSOCT; $165,000 2yo '24

   OBSAPR. VIDEO

Gaassid, c, 4, Mendelssohn--All too Many, by Eskendereya.

   Jebel Ali, 1-6, Novice (0-1 win), 1800m. B-Matt Jackson, Jared

   & Kendra Hagaman (KY). *Won by 5 1/2 lengths. **$160,000

   Ylg '22 KEESEP. VIDEO

Classic City, g, 6, Constitution--Justice Served, by Successful

   Appeal. Jebel Ali, 1-6, Maiden, 1400m. B-Constitution

   Syndicate & Stonegate Stables LLC (NY). *$40,000 Wlg '19

   FTNOCT; $65,000 2yo '21 OBSAPR. VIDEO

Fight Zone, g, 7, War Front--Agreeable Miss, by Speightstown.

   Jebel Ali, 1-6, Hcp., 1400m. B-Frank Hutchinson (KY).

   *$120,000 RNA Ylg '19 KEESEP; 290,000gns HRA '20 TATAUT.

   **1/2 to Mark of Approval (Lemon Drop Kid), SW & G1SP-UAE,

   $205,425; full to Alkaraama, SW & GSP-UAE, $262,581; and

   King Neptune, MSP-Ire, $427,004. VIDEO

Major Cinnamon, g, 8, Tapiture--Champagne Ending (SW & GSP,

   $177,023), by Precise End. Jebel Ali, 1-6, Hcp., 1000m. 

   B-Calabria Farms LLC (OK). *$45,000 Wlg '1 KEENOV; $120,000

   RNA Ylg '18 KEESEP; $100,000 2yo '19 OBSAPR. VIDEO

IN SOUTH KOREA:

Gwanaksan O Two, f, 3, Connect--Danessa Again, by Blame.

   Seoul, 1-5, Hcp. (C4), 1400m. B-Dr Steven Laymon (KY).

   *$47,000 RNA Ylg '23 KEESEP; $75,000 2yo '24 OBSAPR. VIDEO

Wonpyeong Storm, c, 3, Tale of Verve--Ready For Chianti, by

   More Than Ready. Seoul, 1-5, Hcp. (C2), 1600m. B-Charles

   Fipke (KY). *$8,000 Ylg '23 KEESEP; $35,000 2yo '24 OBSAPR.

   VIDEO

IN PANAMA:

Eagle in Love, g, 6, Dialed In--Mariisima (Pan) (Ch. 3yo Filly, Filly

   Triple Crown Winner & MSW-Pan), by Jed Forest. Presidente

   Remon, 1-5, Clasico Ano Nuevo (Pan-G1, BT), 1800m. B-Eric

   Antonio Delvalle (KY). *Won by 6 1/2 lengths. **1/2 to Maria

   Got Even (Stephen Got Even), Ch. Imp. Older Mare & 

   MSW-Pan, $188,494; and Lady Eagle (Stephen Got Even), 

   MSP-Pan. VIDEO (SC 1)

IN HONG KONG:

Sword Point (Aus), g, 6, American Pharoah--Jazz Song (Aus)

   (GSW-Aus, $202,073), by Fastnet Rock (Aus). Sha Tin, 1-5, Hcp.

   (C2), 1650m (AWT), 1:38.48. B-Morning Rise Stud (Vic). *Now

   two-for-two on the dirt. **A$750,000 Ylg '20 MMGCYS.

   ***MGSP-HK, GSP-Aus. VIDEO

SECOND-CROP STARTERS TO WATCH: TUESDAY, JANUARY 7

2024 Stud Fees Listed 

Gift Box (Twirling Candy), Lane's End Farm, $5,000

134 foals of racing age/14 winners/1 black-type winner

9-Parx Racing, 3:14 p.m. EST, Msw 1m, River's Gamble, 5-1

$15,000 FTK OCT yrl; $18,000 EAS MAY 2yo

 

Global Campaign (Curlin), WinStar Farm, $7,500

177 foals of racing age/16 winners/2 black-type winners

9-Parx Racing, 3:14 p.m. EST, Msw 1m, Anything But Mine, 8-1

$100,000 KEE SEP yrl; $50,000 OBS APR 2yo

https://www.jonesnouvelletrealestate.com/
https://www.jonesnouvelletrealestate.com/
https://youtu.be/D5KtTgNbOn0
https://youtu.be/CsPbWsRy-Uo
https://youtu.be/xhJJl9mIiGM
https://youtu.be/jTtQ_F4KIzA
https://youtu.be/wtAlrChi5Ic
https://youtu.be/IBMiP9qA1gQ
https://youtu.be/Er3WNDC_ztw
https://youtu.be/Q89ZwMZmcOo
https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/video/play.asp?type=replay-full&date=20250105&no=03&lang=eng
http://www.bucklandsalesagency.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SixKsTraining/
https://www.facebook.com/SixKsTraining/
http://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/american-pharoah
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/global-campaign.html
https://lanesend.com/twirlingcandy
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
https://www.winstarfarm.com/horses/constitution.html
https://coolmore.com/farms/america/stallions/mendelssohn
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/warfront/
https://www.darbydan.com/horse/dialed-in/
https://lanesend.com/giftbox
https://lanesend.com/connect
http://www.hillndalefarms.com/curlin/
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/blame/
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Antonio Sano reached a milestone Sunday at Gulfstream Park
when he saddled his 1,000th winner in North America| Ryan

Thompson

ALLOWANCE RESULTS:

9th-Sam Houston Race, $34,500, 1-5, (NW1X), 4yo/up, f/m, 6f,

1:13.12, sy, 1 1/2 lengths.

SUCCESSFULPATH (f, 4, Too Much Bling--Signalpath, by

Eskendereya) Lifetime Record: 10-4-2-1, $121,484. O/B-Wayne

Sanders & Larry Hirsch (TX); T-W. Bret Calhoun.

10th-Sam Houston Race, $34,500, 1-5, (NW1X), 4yo/up, 6f,

1:12.36, sy, 2 1/4 lengths.

HALMSTAD (g, 5, Nyquist--Sugarcraft, by Bernardini) Lifetime

Record: 9-2-1-0, $118,710. O-Carl R. Moore Management LLC;

B-Godolphin (KY); T-Karen E. Jacks. *$10,000 3yo '23 FTKHRA.

**1/2 to Cave Run (Street Sense), SP, $257,765 and Spycraft

(Discreet Cat), SW, $547,639.

7th-Mahoning Valley, $33,700, (S), 1-6, (NW2L), 3yo/up, f/m,

6f, 1:15.08, gd, 2 1/4 lengths.

MIDNIGHT GODDESS (f, 3, Dynamic Racer--Midnight Beauty,

by Midnight Lute) Lifetime Record: 7-2-1-2, $54,645. O/T-Hugo

Andrade; B-Lou Dunn Diekemper Trust (OH).

6th-Mahoning Valley, $26,400, 1-6, (NW3L), 3yo/up, 1m 70y,

1:43.04, gd, 1/2 length.

MASAKADO (g, 4, First Samurai--Trust in Hope, by Bernardini)

Lifetime Record: 17-3-4-4, $124,615. O/T-Anthony Farrior;

B-Catherine Zoc (KY). *$40,000 Ylg '22 KEEJAN; $120,000 Ylg '22

KEESEP; $77,000 2yo '23 OBSAPR. **Full to Synthesis, MGSP,

$754,049.

7th-Turf Paradise, $25,000, (NW2$6MX)/Opt. Clm

($40,000-$50,000), 1-6, 4yo/up, 6 1/2f, 1:14.37, ft, 6 lengths.

COASTAL JAZZ (g, 7, Coast Guard--Jasmine's Melody {SP}, by

Artax) Lifetime Record: SP, 43-13-5-8, $226,454. O-Rockingham

Ranch; B-Ron & Nina Hagen (WA); T-Justin R. Evans. *$28,000

Ylg '19 WASSEP. **Full to You Go Girl, MSP, $173,939.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Princess Em, m, 5, City Weekend--Record High, by Touch Gold.

   Mahoning Valley, 1-6, (S), 6f, 1:15.71. Lifetime Record:

   13-1-0-6, $41,355. B-David Doering, Mark Doering & Jeff

   Gardella (OH). *1/2 to Monongahela (K One King), GSW,

   $531,603 and Lucabunny (Silver Train), SW, $203,424.

City Weekend, Princess Em, m, 5, o/o Record High, by Touch

Gold. MSW, 1-6, Mahoning Valley

Coast Guard, Coastal Jazz, g, 7, o/o Jasmine's Melody, by Artax.

AOC, 1-6, Turf Paradise

Dynamic Racer, Midnight Goddess, f, 3, o/o Midnight Beauty, by

Midnight Lute. ALW, 1-6, Mahoning Valley

First Samurai, Masakado, g, 4, o/o Trust in Hope, by Bernardini.

ALW, 1-6, Mahoning Valley

Nyquist, Halmstad, g, 5, o/o Sugarcraft, by Bernardini. ALW, 1-5,

Sam Houston

Too Much Bling, Successfulpath, f, 4, o/o Signalpath, by

Eskendereya. ALW, 1-5, Sam Houston

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.highlandertrainingcenter.com/
https://www.irt.com/
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=mbpl6nrab&p=oi&m=1118232230956&sit=x9urjx4ib&f=06beb848-3873-4bd0-98dc-a23642c7d372
http://www.darbydan.com/
http://www.hillndalefarms.com/midnight-lute/
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/first-samurai/
http://www.hillndalefarms.com/midnight-lute/
https://claibornefarm.com/stallions/first-samurai/
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-sense
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist
https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist


IN TDN AMERICA TODAY
TDN DERBY TOP 12: OFF AND RUNNING
T. D. Thornton provides his first rankings of 2025 with less than

16 weeks until the GI Kentucky Derby on Saturday, May 3.
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Bradsell: fast, precocious, with a commercial outlook 

The National Stud

VALUE SIRES PART 
III: COMMERCIAL
SELECTION BOX

By Emma Berry

   For this third part in our series on value sires in Europe, we are

approaching the level where the word value perhaps becomes

more meaningful in that we are dealing with stallions in the

i10,000 to i19,999 fee bracket. 

   In this mid range, some sires are passing through, either on

their way up as popularity and commercial demand soars, or

dropping in fee during the sometimes notoriously difficult years

in a stallion's career. Notably that often comes in the third and

fourth seasons at stud when they are no longer shiny and new

but have not yet had runners to affect reputations, either

positively or negatively. 

New on Parade
   Let's deal first with some new arrivals. As has been discussed

in these pages already, the British Flat stallion ranks have only

three new names for the 2025 season, and two of those fall

within this price bracket.

   Few studs can bask in the reflected glory of establishing one of

the modern wonders of the stallion scene in quite the way

Cheveley Park Stud can in regard to its homebred hero Pivotal

(GB). From ,6,000 in 1997 to a high of ,85,000 a decade later,

the son of Polar Falcon provides a perfect reminder of how

top-class stallions do not always enter stud at an elite fee. 

   This year, Cheveley Park has welcomed Vandeek (GB) to its

roster and indeed his sire Havana Grey (GB) looks very much to

be following that example of his fellow Group 1-winning sprinter

Pivotal. Havana Grey started at ,8,000 and was as low as ,6,000

though this third and fourth seasons. Then came his first

runners, of which the G1 Middle Park Stakes and G1 Prix Morny

winner Vandeek was the standout performer. He now becomes

one of two young sons of Havana Grey at stud, along with the

Irish National Stud's Shouldvebeenaring (GB), and starts out at

almost double the opening fee of Havana Grey himself at

,15,000.

   Vandeek had created a bit of a stir even before he made it to

the racecourse, when topping the Tattersalls Craven Breeze-up

Sale of two years ago. 

Cont. p3

https://www.arqana.com/index.php
http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/
http://tattersalls.com
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6 | RECORD YEAR FOR RACING TO SCHOOL

It was another record year of participation and events for Racing to School in

2024, the education charity revealed on Monday.

7 | CABLE BAY FILLY STRIKES FOR CRISFORDS

Ariri (GB) looked potentially useful when coming from last to first to make a

winning debut on Monday's card at Wolverhampton.
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Kildangan Stud resident Blue Point (Ire) will be one of the star names on show during

this year's ITM Irish Stallion Trail, which takes place on Friday, January 10 and

Saturday, January 11. Click here to register. | Racingfotos.com
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Value Sires cont. from p1

   He was bought by Anthony Stroud on behalf of KHK Racing for

625,000gns after reportedly clocking the fastest breeze.

Thereafter he proved that that eye-catching spin up the Rowley

Mile was no fluke, remaining unbeaten through his four juvenile

starts for Simon and Ed Crisford, including the G2 Richmond

Stakes prior to his Group 1 triumphs. It was disappointing to see

him race only twice at three, but he added third-place finishes in

the G2 Sandy Lane Stakes and G1 July Cup before his retirement. 

   Vandeek's dam is the non-winner Mosa Mine (GB) (Exceed

And Excel {Aus}) but there are a couple of other stallions not too

far away in his pedigree. Granddam Baldemosa (Fr) won over a

mile and is a Lead On Time half-sister to the classy Balbonella

(Fr) (Gay Mecene), winner of the Prix Robert Papin when it was

still a Group 1 and later fourth in Miesque's Poule d'Essai des

Pouliches during a career which stretched to nine wins in France

and America. At stud she produced the champion sprinter and

notable stallion Anabaa, as well as Key Of Luck. 

   Joining Vandeek in Newmarket is Bradsell (GB), who

represents another branch of Bahrain's Al Khalifa family in

Shaikh Nasser's Victorious Racing. Being pitched in at ,10,000

seems a fair starting point for this clearly tough sprinter who

twice bounced back from injury to add to his admirable record

on the track.

   It was only last year that the National Stud launched new

stallion Mutasaabeq (GB), who, by September, had been sold to

stand in India. Bradsell will undoubtedly prove more popular,

though his own sire Tasleet (GB) was, similarly, dispatched to

India for the 2024 breeding season after five years at Shadwell's

Nunnery Stud. 

   Out of the Listed-winning Archipenko mare Russian Punch

(GB), Bradsell is his family's star performer by a wide margin but

a star he undoubtedly was on the track. Announcing his

presence with a nine-length win at York on debut, earning a TDN

Rising Star in the process, he went on to win the G2 Coventry

Stakes before sustaining a fracture when finishing fourth in the

G1 Phoenix Stakes. By the following June he had won at Royal

Ascot for the second time, claiming the first of three Group 1

triumphs in the King's Stand Stakes. Returning at four after ten

months off the track, he won another three times, including the

Nunthorpe and the Flying Five. 

   There is a strong case to be made for Henry Longfellow (Ire) at

his opening fee at Coolmore of i15,000. For a start, he was an

unbeaten Group 1 winner at two, and only a neck separated him

(from Rosallion) in attempting to land his second Group 1 in the

St James's Palace Stakes. Admittedly, his three-year-old season

did not pick up from there, despite another placed finish in the

G1 Prix du Moulin, but let's not forget his pedigree. Cont. p4

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.darleyeurope.com/stallions/our-stallions/palace-pier?utm_source=thoroughbreddailynews.com&utm_medium=display&utm_id=7_1&utm_campaign=palace_pier&utm_content=half_page
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/henry-longfellow


2021 Fee: $17,500

AUSTRALIA

CALYX

CHURCHILL

GLENEAGLES

SAXON WARRIOR

SIOUX NATION

https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/
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Minzaal | Racingfotos.com

Value Sires cont.

   His dam is the sensational Minding (Ire) (Galileo {Ire}), winner

of the Oaks, 1,000 Guineas, Pretty Polly, Nassau and Queen

Elizabeth II Stakes, and at two the Fillies' Mile and Moyglare

Stud Stakes. Lo and behold, that seven-time Group 1 winner is

now a Group 1 producer at the first attempt, thanks in part to

Henry Longfellow's sire Dubawi (Ire), whose sons at stud include

Night Of Thunder (Ire) and Too Darn Hot (GB). 

   Then there is the July Cup winner Mill Stream (Ire), who joins

the champion sire Dark Angel (Ire) at Yeomanstown Stud at

i12,500. A sprinter from the Galileo line (think Havana Grey), in

this case a son of the versatile and well-bred miler Gleneagles

(Ire), Mill Stream's speedy dam-line includes his own

half-brother, G2 Richmond Stakes winner Asymmetric (Ire)

(Showcasing {GB}), and the G2 Flying Childers winner Wunders

Dream (Ire), who is a half-sister to his granddam.

Runners to Come
   The first crop of Mehmas (Ire) included the Group 1 winners

Supremacy (Ire), who has his first runners this year and whose

fee places him in the next chapter of value sires, and Shadwell's

Minzaal (Ire). The latter remained in training as a four-year-old

and therefore will have his first yearlings appearing at the sales

later this year. His 45 weanlings sold last year averaged

approximately i65,700, which was more than four times his

initial fee of i15,000. Now, the Derrinstown Stud stallion has

been trimmed to i12,500. Of course, using him this year means

that resultant offspring will be eligible for sales after his first

runners have appeared so, yes, there is risk involved for those

breeding commercially, but that doesn't change the fact that he

was a consistent performer across three seasons, only finishing

out of the first three twice in 11 starts, with his wins including

the G1 Sprint Cup and G2 Gimcrack Stakes. Cont. p5

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.darleyeurope.com/stallions/our-stallions/modern-games?utm_source=bloodstocknews.eu&utm_medium=display&utm_id=7_1&utm_campaign=modern_games&utm_content=half_page
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/henry-longfellow
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/gleneagles
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/gleneagles
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Triple Time | Getty Images

Onesto | Scoop Dyga

Value Sires cont.

   At the same stage in his stud career is the durable and classy

Stradivarius (Ire), who has remained at ,10,000 in his first three

seasons. He is unlikely to have winners as early as Minzaal or

some of the other more precocious types among his intake, but

it will be a surprise if he doesn't have a decent smattering of

juvenile winners by the end of 2026 with the promise of plenty

more to come as his runners mature. He remains an intriguing

prospect as a stallion, and a deserved star attraction for the

National Stud.

   Mishriff (GB) should have been a stud contemporary of the

two above but was forced to miss his first covering season with

a foot injury. Hence, he only started out last year at i17,500

and has now been trimmed to i16,000 at Sumbe's Montfort et

Preaux. If his first foals are as good looking as he is, the Prix du

Jockey Club and Juddmonte International winner from the

family of Kodiac (GB) and Invincible Spirit (Ire) will be off to a

good start.

   The fee for Native Trail (GB) exactly mirrors that of Mishriff to

date. A burly son of Oasis Dream (GB), the European champion

two-year-old of 2021 became a Classic winner in the Irish 2,000

Guineas. While Native Trail is at Darley's Kildangan Stud, over at

Dalham Hall Stud the operation has Triple Time (Ire), who

remains at his opening fee of ,10,000. This looked good value a

year ago and it bears repeating here. Triple Time, a Group

1-winning miler and son of Frankel (GB), is from a family which

has barely been out of the news in recent seasons. His

decorated dam Reem Three (GB) (Mark Of Esteem {Ire}) has not

only produced four group winners herself, but two of her

daughters are the dams, respectively, of last season's Group 1

winners Rosallion (Ire) and Inisherin (GB).

   Another Group 1-winning son of Frankel at a similar price is

Onesto (Ire), who hails from the Juddmonte family which

spawned Dansili (GB), Cacique (GB) and Champs Elysees (GB),

not to mention their three Group 1-winning sisters. Now at 

i12,000 in his second season at Haras d'Etreham, Onesto's

Group 1 strike came in the Grand Prix de Paris, and he was a

close-up third in the Arc as well as finishing second to

Luxembourg (Ire) in the Irish Champion Stakes.

Promising Beginnings
   Among the younger sires with runners, two in this tier have

particularly caught the eye. Shadwell's Mohaather (GB) was

slowly away last year with his first two-year-olds but his season

gathered notable momentum to the extent that he was

joint-third with Sands Of Mali (Fr) and Hello Youmzain (Fr) on

number of winners (21) in Europe. His three stakes winners

were led by the G3 Molecomb winner Big Mojo (Ire) and it will

be interesting to see how his three-year-olds fare. Mohaather,

though lightly raced, was a group winner in each of his three

seasons to race, with his greatest success coming in the G1

Sussex Stakes at four. He is back up to ,15,000, having been

available at i12,500 last year.

   France's leading first-season sire of 2023, City Light (Fr),

continued to build on that early promise last year, and he was

eleventh overall in France's general sires' table with only two

crops of racing age. By Siyouni (Fr), he certainly sires plenty of

winners. His best to date is the G3 Prix Miesque winner Mimos

(Fr) among his eight black-type performers from 164 foals in

total from his first two crops. Even at his raised fee i10,000

(from i7,000 in his first five seasons), City Light remains good

value and is definitely a stallion to keep an eye on. Cont. p6

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://bit.ly/2Yiu7qQ
https://bit.ly/2KNga16
https://www.agakhanstuds.com/siyouni
https://bit.ly/2KNga16


https://www.agakhanstuds.com/Stallions/200700014/Home/en
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Proven Quality
   In the 'been there, done that' sector of this fee bracket one

could make a case for a number of names, particularly for

owner-breeders. Yes, some of these stallions are getting longer

in the tooth, but Oasis Dream (GB) at ,15,000 and Iffraaj (GB) at

,10,000 both stand out as value selections, as does the 2014

Derby, Irish Derby and Juddmonte International winner

Australia (GB). There are few better-bred and -performed

stallions available at i10,000. Golden Horn (GB), too, while

more generally aimed at the National Hunt market these days,

keeps coming up with decent Flat performers and was

responsible for a third of the runners in last year's Gold Cup at

Royal Ascot. 

   He has remained at ,10,000, while his Overbury Stud

neighbour Ardad (Ire) has been held at his fee of ,12,500 for

four seasons now. His yearling average for 87 sold last year was

just shy of ,42,000 and his juvenile runners of this year

represent the first year in which he had more than 100 foals in

one crop--153 to be precise.

   Cotai Glory (GB) retired to stud in the same year as Ardad and

they have each had a standout Group 1 winner in Perfect Power

(Ire) and The Platinum Queen (Ire) respectively--in both cases

bred by Tally-Ho Stud and trained by Richard Fahey. Cotai

Glory's list of stakes winners now runs to 16 and includes last

season's unbeaten G2 Mill Reef Stakes winner Powerful Glory

(Ire). Guess what: he too was trained by Fahey, though Con

Marnane can claim the breeding honours this time. Cotai Glory

still warrants plenty of support at Tally-Ho at his highest fee to

date of i15,000 (up from i12,500).

Value Podium
Gold: Bradsell, The National Stud, ,10,000

   Admirably tough, this top sprinter should be a decent

commercial prospect at this opening fee.

Silver: Henry Longfellow, Coolmore, i15,000

   The Group 1-winning son of Dubawi and Minding will surely

not be overlooked at this enticing introductory fee.

Bronze: Triple Time, Darley, ,10,000

   Good value last year, he remains so this time around, with his

family credentials having been further enhanced in the interim. 

RACING TO SCHOOL POSTS ANOTHER

RECORD YEAR OF ENGAGEMENT
   Racing to School reported on Monday another record year of

participation and events in 2024, through work designed to

deliver relevant learning and careers information to diverse

groups of young people.

   In its 23rd year, Racing to School engaged over 17,000 young

minds across 456 events, with the support of racing venues and

organisations nationwide. Alongside existing ambassadors such

as Hollie Doyle, Oisin Murphy and ITV Racing's Leonna Mayor,

the education charity also welcomed leading National Hunt

jockey Rachael Blackmore as an international supporter last

year.

   John Blake, chief executive of Racing to School, said, "It is a

huge tribute to our small team that they have again grown

participation, while maintaining the quality of the programmes,

evidenced by the evaluation from our young people and their

teachers and tutors.

   "We also attribute this progress to our generous donors, in

particular the Levy Board and all the racecourses who are

enthusiastic partners in connecting with young people in their

communities.

   "Identifying beneficiary needs and how racing can offer unique

solutions and opportunities is the guiding principle to this work,

and as we reach our 250,000th participant later this year, the

ambition is to continue to grow in innovative ways through

collaboration across the sport."

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/value-sires-part-iii-commercial-selection-box/
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/racing-to-school-posts-another-record-year-of-engagement/
https://bit.ly/2Yiu7qQ
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/henry-longfellow
https://coolmore.com/farms/ireland/stallions/australia
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Monday=s Results:

3rd-Wolverhampton, ,7,300, Mdn, 1-6, 3-5yo, f/m, 7f 36y

(AWT), 1:30.83, st.

ARIRI (GB) (f, 3, Cable Bay {Ire}--Ribbon Royale {GB}, by Royal

Applause {GB}) was sluggish from an outer gate and trailed all

nine rivals until turning for home in this belated debut. Fanning

widest for a clear passage while making eyecatching headway

once into the straight, the 7-1 chance found extra gears under

late urging to swamp a trio of contenders--headed by

Orangesandlemons (GB) (Mayson {GB})--for a one-length verdict

in the dying strides. Ariri is the seventh of eight foals and second

scorer produced by an unraced half to G3 Sheikh Maktoum bin

Rashid Al Maktoum Challenge (Round 3) second Broche

(Summer Squall) and the dam of GIII San Simeon Stakes runner-

up Cape Wolfe (GB) (Piccolo {GB}). The March-foaled bay=s

second dam, G3 Fred Darling Stakes runner-up Ribbonwood

(Diesis {GB}), is kin to four black-type performers including GI

Preakness Stakes and GI Belmont Stakes-winning US champion

Risen Star (Secretariat). Ariri is a full-sister to 11-time winner

Tyger Bay (GB) and half to an untested 2-year-old filly by Havana

Grey (GB). Sales history: ,3,000 Ylg >23 GOFFUK (P/S). Lifetime

Record: 1-1-0-0, $4,896.

O-KHK Racing; B-Fernham Farm Ltd (GB); T-Simon & Ed Crisford.

CONDITIONS RESULTS:

2nd-Lyon La Soie, i15,000, Cond, 1-6, 4yo, 10 3/4f (AWT),

2:18.80, st.

HYPERCORE (GB) (g, 4, Inns Of Court {Ire}--Hypocoristique

{Ire}--High Chaparral {Ire}) Lifetime Record: 5-2-0-0, i18,700.

O-Cluny Conseil & Hubert Guy; B-Hypocoristique Partnership

(GB); T-Pierre Groualle. *1,500gns RNA Wlg >21 TATFOA;

i10,000 Ylg >22 ARQSEP.

ADDITIONAL MAIDEN WINNERS:

Bertutea (Fr), g, 3, Beaumec De Houelle (Fr)--La Vertu (Fr), by

   Makfi (GB). Lyon La Soie, 1-6, 10 3/4f (AWT), 2:20.70. B-EARL

   Elevage de Pierrepont (FR). *i11,000 RNA Ylg >23 ARQNOV.

IN THE UAE:

Dubai Welcome (GB), g, 8, Dubawi (Ire)--Emily Bronte (GB), by

   Machiavellian. Jebel Ali, 1-6, Hcp., 1950m. B-Godolphin.

   *AED5,000 HRA '24 ERAMAR. VIDEOFIND US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews

http://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW9Pkkcii-bmKOhlobqJlug
https://youtu.be/UYCZPORzTFE
http://www.facebook.com/thoroughbreddailynews



